
WRITING 

8. Imagine you have met an alien and it wants to find out some information about your country? What 
would you tell? Please write an essay. Use 12-14 sentences.  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Дорогой друг! Обязательно скажи себе после олимпиады: 
Я прошел это испытание! У меня все получилось! Я горжусь собой! 

Стремись быть ПЕРВЫМ во всем, и ты станешь ПЕРВЫМ! 
 

 РЕСПУБЛИКАНСКАЯ ОЛИМПИАДА ШКОЛЬНИКОВ НА КУБОК ИМЕНИ Ю.А. ГАГАРИНА
 

 
 

         

 

 

   

 

 

     

     

 

 

 

    

 
   

       

       

         

Город/район    Школа   Класс   

Фамилия    Имя   

Персональная итоговая таблица (заполняется учителем – членом жюри республиканского этапа) 

Задания 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 Сумма 

Количество баллов          

  /       
Подпись учителя  ФИО учителя 

Ж Е Л А Е М  У Д А Ч И ! 

LISTENING 

1. You will hear the text. Fill in the gaps. There is only one word in each gap. You will hear the text twice. 

1) Easter Island is situated in the Pacific  . 

2) Its   name was given to it in 1722 by Dutch explorers. 

3) Huge stone   are the main attraction of the place. 

4) The heaviest stone construction weighs   tons. 

5) Two tribes began a   in the 17th century. 

READING 

2. Read the texts (A-C) and match the titles (1-4) according to the context. There is one extra title.  

А)  In 1956 a Swedish sailor decided to try his luck and put his message in a bottle. He hoped to find a wife and wrote: “To someone Beautiful 
and Far way.” Then he corked the bottle and threw it into the ocean. Two years later he received a letter from Sicily. The woman wrote: “I 
am not beautiful, but it’s a miracle that this little bottle has travelled so far and long to reach me, that I must send an answer.” Their 
correspondence ended in marriage. 

B) Shark cage diving seems a real nightmare to most people. Others go crazy about it and ready to pay much money to see the sea monster in 
its natural habitat. The shark cage was invented by a professional diver Rodney Winston. He had been attacked by a shark and heavily 
injured. The man built the first cage to learn more about sharks and their behavior. There are a number places in the world where you can 
do the cage diving. 

C) Picking mushrooms is a popular activity all around the world. There are a lot of kinds of mushrooms. Some of them are edible and some are 
extremely poisonous. Collecting mushrooms is not a game of chance – you should know what you take. If you have the slightest doubt, you 
should leave the mushroom in its place and look for something else. Mushroom poisoning may cause serious health problems and even 
death. 

УЧЕБНЫЙ ГОД 



1) Dangerous and attractive. 
2) Not so fast as a text message. 
3) Bottle messaging has a long history. 
4) Not everything that looks good is good. 

3. Look at the sentences below about a centre where visitors can go to watch the stars. Read the text to decide if 
each sentence is correct (True) or incorrect (False)  

1) The Tracker Star – Watching Centre is right at the top of a mountain.   
2) There is a variety of ticket prices that you can choose from.   
3) You can attend various courses at the centre during the day.   
4) You are allowed to use the Centre’s special equipment by yourself to see the stars.   
5) Centre employees will help you to notice the best sights in the sky.   
6) Visitors will get different views of the planet Saturn, depending on when they visit.    
7) A telescope is needed to see all the objects that the staff show you.   
8) Some students from a nearby university can answer the questions you have.   
9) You can buy something to wear at the Centre if you feel too cold.   

 10) Visitors who need fuel for their vehicles can get some on the way up the mountain.   

Are you interested in finding out more about the stars and planets in the night sky? Then come and join us at the Tracker 
Star-Watching Centre halfway up Mintal Mountain. We hold popular star-watching sessions almost every night of the year 
from 6.00 until 10.00. The Centre is run entirely on money given to us by public, so although there’s no actual charge for your 
tickets, we’re always grateful when people choose to give us large or small amounts of money- it all helps. And if after one 
of our evening sessions you become interested in finding out more, you’re willing to pay a small fee, then we run a range of 
daytime courses. 

During our evening programmes, you’ll first see a documentary that tells you all about the history of the Centre and all the 
star watching programmes that we run here, and then you’ll move outside where several special telescopes are set up for 
you to see the stars in more detail. Our expert staff will manage all the equipment and during the evening they will guide you 
so that you get to see the most interesting objects, including double stars and planets. You may also get a chance to the 
planet Saturn, with its glowing rings though its brightness changes throughout the year. We’re so far up that the clouds are 
often below us, so our view of the night skies is clear and bright. We’ll also tell you about some of the most important things 
that can be seen in the night sky without equipment. There are always students from the University here who help out at the 
Tracker Centre in their spare time, and are prepared to give you any information you want about the stars. 

Visitors to the Centre should note that we often experience near-freezing night-time temperatures at the Centre, so please 
dress in warm clothes. However, if you have a problem and find you are not warm enough, sweaters and scarves, which 
might make a nice souvenir, are available from the Centre store.  

Visitors should also make sure they have a full tank of petrol in their vehicles before making the trip up to the Centre, as 
petrol is unavailable near the station, and the nearest petrol stations are about 40km away. The 12 km climb to the Centre 
can take some time – so make sure your car is in good enough condition to make it! We hope to see you at the Tracker 
Centre soon!  

USE OF ENGLISH 

4. Read the article and choose the correct word(s) for each space. For each question, mark the correct letter A, B, C 
or D. 

AN UNEXPECTED RESULT OF SPACE EXPLORATION 

Space Exploration has changed our lives. It has given us many new products and changed the …(1)… we live, communicate 
and travel. The business world has benefitted …(2)… – just think about the number of new jobs that there are, …(3)… 
advances in technology. 

…(4)…, there is one way in which technology has had surprising results: it has improved our knowledge of history! It seems 
strange that something is changing our lives …(5)… the future can also help us understand the past. This is …(6)… it 
happens: satellites that are orbiting the planet …(7)… back photographs of the surface of the Earth. These …(8)… sites of 
ancient civilizations, places …(9)… cities have been buried over the centuries. These sites can’t be seen from the ground 
because they are buried so …(10)… in the earth. “Space archeology” can find these sites but then scientists and archeologists 
have to depend …(11)… traditional methods of digging to explore them!  

1)  A) way  B) method  C) type  D) life  
2)  A) in addition  B) as well  C) along with  D) on top of  
3)  A) due to  B) because  C) as  D) son as  
4)  A) But  B) So  C) Also  D) However  
5)  A) in  B) at  C) by  D) with  
6)  A) how  B) who  C) that  D) what  
7)  A) direct  B) post  C) sent  D) push  
8)  A) see  B) seem  C) look  D) show 
9)  A) which  B) where  C) what  D) why   

 10)  A) low  B) down  C) deep  D) small  
 11)  A) for  B) of  C) on  D) off  

5. Choose the correct alternative in each sentence. 

1) What  do you do/ are you going to do this summer? 

2) What time  does your plane leave/ will your plane leave?  

3) Look at those huge dark clouds. It looks like  it rains/ is going to rain. 

 4) Next Monday  I have/ I’ll have a French lesson in the evening.  

  After that  I probably study/ I’ll probably study for the test on Wednesday. 

5) “ Are you having/ Do you have a dessert?” “No,  I just have/ I’m just going to have a coffee.” 

6) The meeting  starts/ is starting at 8.00 – let’s meet at the station at 7.15. 

7) I’m sure  you’ll have/ you’re having a great time at Lee’s party on Saturday!  

6. Match the highlighted phrasal verbs in sentences 1-8 with definitions A-H. 

1) We got up early so we could set off before the traffic got bad. A) Exit (transport) 
2) The plane took off at 5.00. B) Stop working 
3) Don’t forget to switch off the TV before you go to bed. C) Stop (something) working 
4) Kerry got off the bus at the wrong stop and had to walk for a mile!  D) Change to a later date 
5) Ewan’s sick so we have to put the meeting off until next Friday.  E) Remove (clothes from your body) 
6) What have the lights gone off?  F) Start a journey 
7) I had a terrible headache this morning but the pain’s worn off now.  G) Move off the ground into the air 
8) It’s really hot in here. Why don’t you take off your coat? H) Disappear (feeling/effect) 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

        

7.  Read the text and use the words in brackets in a correct form. Mind Grammar and Lexis. 

WATER 

Water is the most common liquid on Earth. It covers about 71,4 % of the Earth. Pure water has no smell, 
1)__________________(TASTY), or colour. Lakes, oceans and rivers are made of water. Precipitation is water that falls 

from clouds in the sky. It may be rain if warm or it may be snow if cold. If water gets very cold (below 0 degrees Celsius), it 

freezes and becomes ice. If water gets very hot (above 100 degrees Celsius) it boils and becomes steam. Water is very 
2)__________________(IMPORTANCE) for life. Some studies show that in 2025 more than half the people around the 

world will not have enough water. 

Water is fluid. Water is the only 3)__________________(CHEMISTRY) substance on Earth that exists 
4)__________________(NATURAL) in three states. 

Only about 3% of all water on Earth is fresh water. The rest is salt water. 5)__________________(FISH) in salt and fresh 

water bodies is a great source of food for many countries.  

People use water in industrial processes, cooking and washing. Water is also central to many sports and other forms of 
6)__________________ (ENTERTAIN), such as swimming, boating, boat racing, surfing, sport fishing and diving. 

A B C 

   


